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ENEL GREEN POWER BOOSTS RURAL ELECTRIFICATION IN KENYA 
 

 EGP and US-based Powerhive Inc. will build and operate an 1 MW portfolio of 
mini-grids in 100 villages for an investment of approx. 12 million US dollars 
 

 The project represents a concrete effort in the off-grid business by integrating 
investment, sustainability and innovation and marks an important step forward in 
EGP’s presence in Africa  

 
Rome, December 4th, 2015 – Enel Green Power (“EGP”) is teaming up with the US company Powerhive 
Inc. (“Powerhive”), a leading mini-grid technology solutions provider and developer, to build and operate 
mini-grids in 100 villages in Kenya. The project requires an investment of around 12 million US dollars in 
the course of 2016, 93% borne by EGP and 7% borne by Powerhive. 
 
The project, developed by Powerhive, consists of a portfolio  of solar mini-grids with a total installed 
capacity of 1 MW, to be built in the Western part of Kenya, in the Counties of Kisii and Nyamira, and 
which will bring clean energy to 20,000 households, small businesses, schools, and healthcare centres, 
thus powering and connecting around 90,000 people to the grid. The integration of mini-grids with energy 
storage facilities will allow this system to balance supply and demand thus reducing volatility and offset 
variations in customer loads and unpredictable fluctuations in power generation which are intrinsic when 
producing power from renewable sources.  
 
“Kenya’s rich and differentiated technology mix in the renewables industry offers a quite unique platform 
for the business development of Enel Green Power in Africa”,  commented Francesco Venturini, CEO of 
EGP. “This country couples a low electrification rate, still in the range of 30%, with one of the highest 
mobile phone penetration rates of the region, thus making this union ideal to implement innovative 
solutions able to integrate the electrification of rural areas with generation from renewables, storage 
facilities as well as advanced billing systems.”  
 
The project will also provide customers with an easier and more reliable payment system through the 
adoption of a mobile phone prepayment application And through Powerhive’s mini-grid operating 
platform. 
 
Africa’s need to access energy is huge. According to International Energy Agency data, the continent has 
more than 620 million people who still lack access to electricity. Energy poverty affects health, limits 
development opportunities, it reduces access to education and the potential to exit poverty status. For 
emerging countries, access to electricity is a source of growth, a pre-requisite for wider access to goods 
and services and lays the foundations for the development of people and communities. 
 
In line with Enel’s commitment with the UN’s Sustainable Development Goals, EGP is strongly engaged 
on a broader strategy of off-grid electrification which includes several initiatives across company’s 
footprint in Africa, Latin America and Asia. 
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Enel Green Power is the Enel Group Company fully dedicated to the international development and management of 
renewable energy sources, with operations in Europe, the Americas, Africa and Asia. With a generation capacity that 
corresponds to approximately 32 billion kWh in 2014 from water, sun, wind and the Earth’s heat – enough to meet the 
energy needs of more than 11 million households – Enel Green Power is a world leader in the sector thanks to its 
well-balanced generation mix that provides generation volumes well over the sector average. The company has an 
installed capacity of more than 10,000 MW from a mix of sources including wind, solar, hydropower, geothermal and 
biomass. The company has about 740 plants operating in 16 countries. 
 
 
 
 
All Enel Green Power press releases are also available in smartphone and tablet versions. You can download the 
Enel Corporate App at Apple Store.  
    


