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ENEL SECURES POSITION AS LARGEST DEMAND RESPONSE 
AGGREGATOR IN JAPAN WITH MOST RECENT TENDER WIN 
 

 With the awarded capacity, Enel nearly triples its virtual power plant in the Japanese market to 
165 MW from 60 MW, reaching a 17% market share and becoming the largest demand response 
aggregator in Japan.  

 
Rome and Boston, February 8th, 2018 – The Enel Group’s new advanced energy services division Enel 
X, through its US demand response services company EnerNOC, Inc., was awarded the delivery of 165 
MW of demand response resources in Japan following the completion of a tender for balancing reserves 
launched by a group of Japanese utilities.  
 
As a result of this award, which confirms Enel as the largest independent demand response aggregator in 
Japan, the Group will nearly triple its virtual power plant in the Japanese market, reaching approximately 
165 MW from the current 60 MW, equivalent to a market share of 17%, when the new programmes begin 
in July 2018 
 
“This award further secures our growing presence in the demand response market, on the heels of our 
recent success in Ireland’s first capacity market auction, and confirms us as a leading provider of 
advanced energy management solutions,” said Francesco Venturini, Head of Enel X. “With this tender, 
we look forward to providing Japan’s increasingly competitive energy market with our expert service 
offerings to support a stable power supply in the country.” 
 
Through the award, Enel will manage electricity demand from large industrial and commercial customers 
connected to the utilities’ grids, informing those customers when the network needs them to reduce their 
power consumption, creating a balancing reserve that will help increase the awarding utilities’ grid 
stability.  
 
This recent tender is part of Japan’s market liberalisation effort currently underway and a transitional step 
towards a market for ancillary services, which is expected to be in place by 2020. Enel’s subsidiary 
EnerNOC has been present in Japan since 2013 via its joint venture with Marubeni Corporation, one of 
the largest trading firms in Japan.   
 
Demand response programmes are set up to pay large energy consumers, such as manufacturing 
facilities, data centres, and commercial real estate companies, to adjust their energy consumption by 
either reducing or increasing their power consumption, with the aim to stabilise the grid. Demand 
response provides greater grid flexibility, stability, and more efficient use of power infrastructure, with a 
view to help maintain electricity prices as low as possible for all consumers. This demand response 
programme pays users for being on standby ready to respond in the event of a grid emergency, as well 
as providing incremental payments if and when they are dispatched.  
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EnerNOC, an Enel Group Company, partners with enterprises to reduce costs, manage risks, increase 
sustainability, and maximise the value of emerging energy technologies through customised energy 
management strategies. EnerNOC is the global leader in demand-side flexibility services, providing large 
energy users access to more demand response and demand management programmes worldwide than 
any other provider. In addition to its flexibility solutions, EnerNOC’s technology-enabled advisory 
solutions help large energy users create value through strategic energy procurement, energy 
management, and utility bill management software as well as services.  
 
Enel X is a new Enel global business line dedicated to developing innovative products and digital 
solutions in sectors in which energy is showing the greatest potential for transformation: cities, homes, 
industries and electric mobility.  
 
Enel is a multinational power company and a leading integrated player in the global power, gas and 
renewables markets. It is Europe’s largest utility in terms of market capitalisation and figures among 
Europe’s leading power companies in terms of installed capacity and reported EBITDA. The Group is 
present in over 30 countries worldwide, producing energy with around 86 GW of managed capacity. Enel 
distributes electricity and gas through a network of over 2 million kilometres, and with over 65 million 
business and household customers globally, the Group has the largest customer base among European 
competitors. Enel’s renewables arm Enel Green Power already manages around 40 GW of wind, solar, 
geothermal, biomass and hydropower plants in Europe, the Americas, Africa, Asia and has recently 
arrived in Australia. 
 


