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ENEL AND SYMBOLA FOUNDATION PRESENT “100 ITALIAN CIRCULAR 
ECONOMY STORIES”: THE SUPPLY CHAINS, TECHNOLOGIES AND 
CHAMPIONS OF THE MADE IN ITALY CIRCULAR ECONOMY 
 

 Among the large European countries, Italy has the largest share of raw material recovery in the 
production system with 18.5% 

 
Rome, March 14th, 2018 - Environmental challenges outline new opportunities that, thanks to our 
productive traditions, can be at hand for Italy: the circular economy is one of the most promising. From 
the scrap of Brescia to the rags of Prato to the waste paper of Lucca, Italy, poor in resources, has always 
practised efficient, intelligent and innovative forms for use of materials that are today part of the circular 
economy. Thanks to these virtuous traditions and our national ability to turn a limitation into an 
opportunity, we are among the most advanced countries in the green economy and in the circular 
economy. A development model that is no longer linear, where the waste of one company becomes the 
raw material of another and which is now widespread in all the productive sectors. To give a voice to this 
cutting-edge, sustainable and competitive Italy, the '100 Italian Circular Economy Stories' study was 
promoted by Enel and the Symbola Foundation and presented today in Rome by Enel CEO and General 
Manager, Francesco Starace, and Symbola Chairman, Ermete Realacci. 
  
For our country, the greater efficiency that characterises the stories surveyed translates into lower 
production costs, less dependence on resources from abroad, greater competitiveness and innovation, 
which also interweaves with the technologies of the 4.0 industry. The companies, research centres and 
non-profit organisations that make up this facet of Italy allows us to reconstruct a profile of Made in Italy, 
made of beauty and quality but also of innovation and sustainability, as well as more aligned with the 
United Nations Sustainable Development Goals. This kind of Italy has the merit of having made the 
country a European leader by following the path of the circular economy and sometime anticipating rules 
that are moving more slowly than society and the economy. Among the large European countries, as 
certified by Eurostat, we have the largest share of circular material (second-hand raw material) used by 
the production system: almost a fifth of the total (18.5%), well ahead of Germany (10.7%), which is the 
only country stronger than us in manufacturing. 
 
“The circular economy can create new business models that integrate innovation and sustainability as a 
strategic choice for competitiveness,” states Enel CEO and General Manager, Francesco Starace. 
“The report presented today shows that among the 100 excellences of the Circular economy in Italy there 
are not only large companies, but also small and medium enterprises, institutions, associations and 
cooperatives that have had the ability to anticipate the times and adopt virtuous industrial practices and 
processes, underlining the competitiveness of the Italian system in the international sphere and 
contributing to the fight against climate change.”	
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“The one hundred excellences of this report describe a country that, despite many problems and delays, 
has advanced experiences pertaining to crucial issues such as environmental sustainability, management 
of resource scarcity and the fight against climate change,” states the Chairman of the Symbola 
Foundation, Ermete Realacci. “The recovery of materials saves us primary energy for over 17 million 
tonnes of oil equivalent per year and emissions for about 60 million tonnes of CO2, helping to make our 
economy more efficient and competitive. These hundred stories tell us about a country that promotes 
itself and innovates without losing its soul; they tell us about a model of economy and society that are 
more sustainable, competitive and equitable, which could represent the Italian answer to the burning 
questions that the present and the future pose to the planet.”	
  
According to Eurostat, Italy, with 256.3 tonnes per million euro produced, is the most efficient among the 
large European countries in the consumption of materials after Great Britain (which uses 223.4 tons of 
materials per million euro, but has an economy more connected to finance). Italy has improved its 
performance compared to 2008 by halving its consumption of materials and posting a much stronger 
performance than Germany, which today uses 423.6 tonnes of materials per million euro. 
We are second for industrial recycling with 48.5 million tons of non-hazardous waste sent to be recycled 
(after Germany with 59.2 million tonnes but before France, 29.9 tonnes, United Kingdom, 29.9 tonnes 
and Spain, 27 tonnes). This recovery of materials saves primary energy for more than 17 million tonnes 
of oil equivalent per year, and emissions for around 60 million tonnes of CO2 (elaboration of the Italian 
research institute Ambiente Italia). 
  
The crucial theme of planning to extend the life of products, for reuse and recycling, not only offers 
efficiencies and synergies between supply chains, but also new opportunities for development and 
employment, encouraging creativity, product and process innovation, as well as favouring the new skills 
that universities are promoting. The circular economy renews and enriches our vocation for design and 
offers new life to the green economy and to made in Italy. 
 
 
 
 
Below is a list per sector of the 100 stories told in the document: 
 
CLOTHING AND ACCESSORIES: Aquafil (TN) | Carmina Campus (RM) | Cartina (PO) | Cooperativa 
Sociale QUID (VR)| Garbagelab (MI) | Nuova Fratelli Boretti (PO) | Orange Fiber (CT) | OVS (VE) | 
RadiciGroup (BG) | REDO Upcycling (TN) | Regenesi (RA) | Salvatore Ferragamo (FI) | Thermore (MI) | 
Torcitura Padana (PV)| Vegea (TN) |  
 
ENABLERS/PLATFORMS: Armadioverde.it – 4 Baby (MI) | Astelav (TO) | CiAl (MI) | Cobat (RM) | 
Comieco (MI) | CONAI (MI) | CONOU (RM) | Cooperativa Sociale Insieme (VI) | Corepla (MI) | 
CoReVe(MI)  | Ecolamp (MI) | Ecopneus (MI) | Fondazione Banco Alimentare onlus (MI) | Fondazione 
Cariplo (MI) | Giunko (BO) | Gruppo Hera (BO) | Intesa Sanpaolo (TO) | Last Minute Market (BO) | Nolpal 
(RA) | Remedia (MI) | Renovo (MN) | Repair Cafè Aggiustotutto (RM)| Ricrea (MI) | Rilegno (FC) | Subito 
(MI)|  
 
AGRO-FOOD: CDA di Cattelan (UD) | Dalma Mangimi (CN)| Eataly (CN) | Osteria Francescana (MO)  
 
FURNITURE/ CONSTRUCTION: Avanguardia (VR) | Caimi Brevetti (MB) | Catalyst Group (FI) | Ecomat 
(RN) | Edilatte (VS) | Enerpaper | Florim (MO) | Gruppo Fantoni (UD) | Kubedesign (AN) | Manifattura 
Maiano (FI) | Mapei Group (MI) | Passoni Nature (UD) | Riva Industria Mobili (CO) | Saviola Holding (MN) 
| Valcucine (PN) 
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AUTOMATION AND OTHER MANUFACTURING INDUSTRIES: Cuki Group (TO) | Dell’Orco & Villani 
(FI) | Greenrail (MI) | Irritec (ME) | Palm (MN) | Tonello (VI)| 
 
PAPER: Favini (VI) | Rotoprint Sovrastampa (MI) |  
 
CHEMICALS/PHARMACEUTICALS: Aboca (AR) | Bionap (CT) | Bio-on (BO) | EggPlant (BA) | Fater (PE) 
| I Provenzali Gruppo Gianasso (GE) | Novamont (NO)| Poliphenolia (AT) | 
 
DESIGN AND RESEARCH: Alisea (VI) | BIOGEST-SITEIA - Modena and Reggio Emilia University (RE) | 
CNR (RM) | Department of Civil and Environmental Engineering of UniTrento (TN) | EcodesignLab (AP) | 
ENEA (RM) | Fattelo! (AN) | Freyrie Flores Architettura (MI) | GEO - Green Economy Observatory, IEFE 
Bocconi (MI) | IIT (GE) | Matrec (AN) | Politecnico di Torino (TO) | Scuola Superiore Sant’Anna di Pisa 
(PI) | 
 
ELECTRONICS: Green Idea Technologies (BO) | Reware (RM) | 
 
RESOURCE/MATERIALS FACTORIES: Amethyst (CN) | Caldara Plast (CO) | Erreplast (CE) | ESO 
Società Benefit (MI)| FECS Partecipazioni (BG) | Selene (LU) | 
 
PROMOTION AND DISSEMINATION: Fondazione per lo Sviluppo Sostenibile (RM) | Legambiente (RM) | 
Slow Food (CN) | Zero Waste Italy (LU) 
 
 


