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GRIDSPERTISE AND THE HERA GROUP LAUNCH COLLABORATION FOR
THE SMART GRID OF THE FUTURE

e The agreement aims to synergize the data collected by the networks of the two groups in the gas-
electricity multiservice area

e The results of this collaboration could be of interest to multi-utility companies also at an
international level

Bologna/Rome, April 21%t, 2022 - Gridspertise, the Enel Group’s subsidiary dedicated to the digital
transformation of electricity grids, and the Hera Group, one of Italy’s largest multi-utilities, have signed a
collaboration agreement aimed at developing the smart grids of the future through a state-of-the-art
integrated system for the collection and measurement of data from their respective networks in a multi-
utility environment.

The two companies are therefore combining the know-how they have developed in their various areas of
expertise to achieve technical synergies in the field of network digitalization. The results of this
collaboration may be of interest to multi-utility companies also abroad, thus projecting the technological
excellence conceived and developed in our country on international markets.

In particular, the agreement provides for the testing of an integrated data collection system used by the
Hera Group’s gas devices and Gridspertise’s smart meters for electric networks. The integration tests in
the gas-electricity multiservice area will be carried out in Italy on the network managed by Inrete
Distribuzione Energia, the natural gas and electricity distribution company of the Hera Group.

The Hera Group will be able to rely, in particular, on its experience in the field of smart gas meters, which
has led it to patent the NexMeter advanced meter, the best of its kind at international level for its cutting-
edge technology and safety functions, also in terms of reducing gas dispersion into the atmosphere.
Gridspertise will put its most innovative solutions for integrated measurement data management at the
service of the development of new smart and sustainable grids to accelerate the digital transformation of
electricity infrastructure elements.

In particular, in recent months the company has concluded agreements with the Hera Group for the supply
of 435,000 smart meters and concentrators, as well as an innovative remote management system that will
be used in the experimentation.

The result is a package of network management solutions using the energy transition as a key element.

Based on the results of the trial, the two companies will consider joint participation in future tenders, also
including those held outside the national territory, in which the sale of hardware and software solutions for
gas and electricity metering will be envisaged.

At a later stage, this collaboration may also extend to solutions concerning the integrated water cycle, both
in terms of measurement and smart water grids.
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About Hera Group

The Hera Group is one of the largest Italian multi-utilities and operates in the environment, energy and water sectors,
with more than 9,000 employees, focused every day on meeting the multiple needs of about 5 million citizens located
mainly in Emilia-Romagna, Veneto, Friuli-Venezia Giulia, Marche, Tuscany and Abruzzo. Listed since 2003, it is
among the top 40 Italian companies in terms of capitalization (it is part of the FTSE MIB index) and in 2020 it joined
the Dow Jones Sustainability Index, World and Europe.

www.gruppohera.it

About Gridspertise

Gridspertise, fully owned by Enel through its subsidiary Global Infrastructure and Networks, leverages on Enel’s
expertise in testing, assessing and scaling up the best technologies to operate smart grids all over the world, to
provide field proven solutions to Distribution System Operators (DSOs) of any size or geography. Gridspertise
provides access to cutting-edge digital solutions for the transformation of electricity distribution networks in three
main areas: metering and grid edge digitalization, networks infrastructure digitalization, field operations digitalization.
Target markets include Europe and Latin America, starting with the countries where the Enel Group already has a
strong presence, and expanding towards North America and Asia-Pacific where the investment in smart grids will
drive infrastructure upgrade projects in the near future.

www.gridspertise.com
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